go	GREAT    TRADE    ROUTE
one more coincidence!—that his attitude was exactly that
of the cacique in a coloured picture of a Life of Columbus
that I had won in a prize for French Composition at school.
Yes, that cacique—what a blessed word!—mostly
in flesh colour, but with a leopard skin about his waist,
held his hand over the head of a rather shaded Columbus
in dull purple. ... I used to think it was in blessing; but
perhaps he was really ordering Columbus to go away.
Certainly the uplifted hand of the Deity on the Quay,
pointing seawards, incites those emulous of Admiral Byrd
to further voyages ... or at any rate to get out of
here* . . .
I don't have to go on, do I ? ... We are on the Great
Trade Route, where life goes slumbrously forward between
the gardens and the sea and where all coincidences come
true and all good things . . .
So naturally the first book on which I laid my hand in the
tray of the second-hand bookseller beside the cafe—for one
and fourpence—was a book I needed- This was my friend
Admiral X's L? Epopee de VAtlantigue, a history of all the great
shipping lines that have ever crossed from the Old World
to the New, with their gradual developments, from those in
which Columbus or Charles Dickens crossed to the vessel
lately used by Colette and the wife of the President of the
French Republic. And, if he lays most stress on the Line
which, beginning with the Provence of 680 tons has reached
its momentary apotheosis in the Normandie—a vessel that,
according to the most eminent authorities, almost exactly
reproduces the internal cubic capacity of an earlier one that
once contained specimens of all the creatures of the earth.
. , . And shan't we later have to occupy ourselves with
the fates of those who descended from that ship onto the
shores of this very sea? ... Well, then, if that is what the
gallant Admiral does, why shouldn't he? There are—and
that too we shall later see!—worse Lines. . . . But French
admirals on active service are not allowed to publish books
on shipping, so he has to be "Admiral X- ,. ." That is a
pity, because the book* is lively and scholarly and enter-
* L'Epopte de V Atlantic par TAmiral X. ...

